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Program History: 
· The State established the Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education (CARE) program in the California Community Colleges as "a unique educational program geared toward the welfare recipient who desires job-relevant education to break the dependency cycle” (AB 3103, Hughes (Chapter 1029, Statutes of 1982).  
· EOPS students, who are welfare-dependent single heads of household, are eligible for CARE, which offers educational support services to students as they acquire the education, training and marketable skills needed to transition from welfare-dependency to employment and eventual self-sufficiency.  

· Presently, 113 programs in all 72 districts of the California Community Colleges system are funded to offer CARE services annually through EOPS, its parent program.  
· CARE is the first state-funded and only statewide program of its kind in the nation. 
State Appropriation:

· 2011-2012:  $  9.332 million

· 2012-2013:  $  9.332 million
Students Served (Annual Unduplicated Headcount):

· 2010-2011:
  8,154 (down from 8,849 students in 2009-2010)
· 2011-2012:  
  7,115
CARE Student Characteristics – Academic Year 2010-2011:
· Ethnicity:
African American


26.7%

Hispanic



39.6%

American Indian/ Alaskan Native   
  1.2%

Pacific Islander
  
  
  1.0%
Asian



  2.7%

White Non-Hispanic           
20.6%
Filipino



  0.9%



· Gender:   95.2% Female

4.0% Male
· Age:  
    32.6% age 24 or younger
    44.2% between ages 25 to 34
 23.2% age 35 and older

· California residents who meet all EOPS eligibility requirements as per Title 5 regulations
· Low income and eligible for Board of Governors Fee Waiver A or B

· Educationally disadvantaged or academically underprepared (see “Challenges” below)
· Enrolled as full-time students in a vocational certificate, associate degree or transfer program

· At least 18 years of age 

· Single heads of household (i.e., one-parent CalWORKs assistance unit as verified by county) 

· Have one child under 14 years of age at the time of acceptance into CARE 

· Current recipients of TANF/CalWORKs cash aid for themselves or their child(ren) 

· Important safety net offered to students who head a one-parent welfare family, meet EOPS/CARE eligibility criteria, but are otherwise ineligible for campus CalWORKs and county TANF/CalWORKs cash aid and ancillary services, because they:  

· Have exceeded the 60 month lifetime time limit for TANF/CalWORKs 

· Are sanctioned by TANF/CalWORKs or 

· Are otherwise ineligible to receive TANF/CalWORKs cash aid for themselves, but whose child(ren) continue(s) to receive cash aid.  

Career Technical Education (CTE):

· 8,666 (77.1%) CARE students were enrolled in career technical education classes in 2008-2009.
Challenges Students Face at the Time of Being Accepted into the CARE Program:
· Low income

· Single parent on welfare or whose dependent children are on welfare
· Educationally disadvantaged and academically underprepared to compete in collegiate-level coursework at time of acceptance into EOPS and CARE programs, because student:

· Did not qualify to enroll in minimum level degree-applicable English or mathematics class 

· Did not graduate from high school or receive General Education Diploma 

· Graduated from high school with a grade point average below 2.5 on a 4.0 scale

· Previously enrolled in remedial education, basic skills and/or English as a Second Language

· Is a first-generation college student 

· Is an emancipated or former foster youth
· Is a non-native English speaker

Student Success:
A cohort group of students accepted into the CARE program during academic year 2002-2003 was evaluated to determine the number of students that completed their educational goal prior to and during academic year 2007-2008.  Of that cohort: 
· 35.5% achieved their educational goal and received a community college certificate, associate degree or both  
· 13.5% achieved their educational goal and transferred to a four-year university 
Reduced Dependency on Welfare:  

In 1993, Cerro Coso Community College and Kern County Department of Public Social Services reported a significant finding.  They determined through an analysis of college files, county Department of Public Social Services records, and related data that since the inception of the Cerro Coso Community College CARE program in 1982, over 85 percent of all former CARE participants no longer received welfare or public assistance and were gainfully employed.  Although comparable statewide data is not currently available, research efforts are encouraged.

CARE Services That Contribute to Student Success:  
In addition to the core supportive services provided by the EOPS program, CARE students may be awarded supplemental grants, services and allowances to pay for educationally-related expenses (such as child care, transportation, textbooks and supplies) not offered by other resources to strengthen their retention, persistence, graduation and transfer rates, such as:  
· assistance with child care expenses 

      for in-class and study hours 
· textbooks and class materials

· school supplies

· transportation costs (bus passes, gas vouchers, campus parking permits, mileage reimbursement) 
· supplemental counseling and advisement assistance from academic counselors, advisors and peer advisors 
· group support and peer networking 
· laptop computer loan services 

· on-campus meal vouchers 

· one-on-one tutoring programs

· campus and course-related fees 

· classes designed for low income, single parent students

· personal development activities, workshops, training and/or curriculum (addressing self-esteem, parenting, study skills, time management, etc.)
· vocational board examination and certification fees
· information and referrals to campus- and 

community-based services or public agencies

Contact:  Cheryl Fong, State Coordinator, EOPS and CARE Programs e-mail cfong@cccco.edu or telephone/voicemail (916) 323-5954 and Kelly Gornik, EOPS/CARE Specialist – e-mail kgornik@cccco.edu or telephone/voicemail (916) 323-4281, Student Services and Special Programs Division, California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office
